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HONORING THE PAST…  BUILDING THE FUTURE
The National Museum of World War II Aviation documents the role that aviation played in the emergence of our nation as 
a global power during the Second World War. Through its aircraft collection, artifacts, exhibits, and interactive displays, the 
museum tells the story of our nation’s tremendous technological advancements during the war and describes the lasting 
social and economic changes that were essential to the success of the Allied war effort. 

In its first ten years, the National Museum of World War II Aviation has made great strides in developing its exhibit program 
and assembling one of the largest collections of fully restored, flying World War II aircraft in the world. In 2017, this 
world-class museum was recognized by Congress as “America’s National World War II Aviation Museum.” Since then, the 
museum has rapidly gained the support of aviation industry leaders and educators who share the museum’s primary 
mission—inspiring future generations through the incredible story of World War II aviation. 

Five years ago, the museum launched a capital campaign to fund an expansion program that will house new exhibits and 
accommodate rapid growth of the museum’s aircraft collection. In a little over a year, funds were raised to construct Phase 
I of the expansion, a 40,000 square foot aircraft display hangar that was completed in late 2019. 

Building on the success of Phase I, the National Museum of World War II Aviation is now ready to move forward with Phase 
II and Phase III of the project. 
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The National Museum of World War II Aviation is located on a 21-acre campus in the 
northwest corner of the Colorado Springs Airport. With nearly 150,000 square feet under 
roof, the museum complex encompasses three aircraft display hangars, five exhibit 
galleries, two volunteer workshops, an aircraft restoration facility and nearly four acres of 
aircraft parking apron. 

The museum’s multi-faceted exhibit program presents the story of World War II Aviation 
in ways that are engaging and enlightening for all ages and levels of understanding—from 
the casual visitor to the most avid aviation expert. The museum’s aircraft are interspersed 
throughout the exhibit area, giving visitors the opportunity to get as close as possible to 
fully functional Word War II aircraft. The museum is uniquely designed to allow movement 
of aircraft in and out of the exhibit area so they can be flown for history presentations and 
at the museum’s bi-annual airshow.

Another unique feature of the museum is Westpac Aviation Services, a state-of-the-art 
World War II aircraft restoration facility that is open to the public as part of the museum’s 
tour program. This interactive experience gives visitors an opportunity to see restoration 
work in progress and learn about the technologies and craftsmanship that went into the 
design and construction of World War II aircraft. 

The National Museum of World War II Aviation is conveniently located near the intersection 
of Powers Boulevard and U.S. Highway 24 and is just 10 minutes from Interstate 25. 
The museum is open to the public seven days a week during the peak season and is 
consistently rated among the top tourist destinations in the U.S. 
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THE MUSEUM TODAY
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While the National Museum of World War II Aviation is a world-class history museum, its primary mission is 
aviation education. The guiding principle of the museum’s education program is to capture the imagination 
of students early-on in the learning process and open pathways for them to explore the possibilities of a 
career in aviation. Each phase of the expansion project is designed to enhance the museum’s education 
efforts and facilitate partnerships with like-minded education organizations. 

K-12 EDUCATION PROGRAM
The starting point for most students is the museum’s K-12 Education Program, a unique learning 
experience that teaches STEM and Social Studies concepts within the historical context of World War 
II aviation. The K-12 Education Program offers eight modules, each designed for a specific age group. 
Teachers are trained to deliver the modules in the classroom over a two-week period leading up to a 
capstone experience at the museum where the lessons are reinforced through hands-on, interactive 
activities and a tour of the museum.

The effectiveness of this unique approach to education is well documented, and the reactions of both 
students and teachers alike have been overwhelmingly positive. Program results are carefully tracked by 
the museum’s education team and are documented in an annual report to the Board of Directors. 

This highly successful program has served more than 25,000 students in its first six years of operation. It 
is fully funded by the museum and is offered at no cost to students or their schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phase III Upper-Level Education Center 
 
 
Page 9  
 

• Replace inside view with Hall - Event2_20220816.jpg 
 
Page 10  
 

• Narrative—There should be a paragraph break in the K-12 STEM section between  “…interactive activities 
and a tour of the museum”  and  “The effectiveness of this unique approach…” 

 
• Replace blue-ish pic in bottom right corner with the pic provided below. 
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Page 11  
 

• Narrative—In the HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND section, fourth paragraph, replace “for students emerging 
from the District 11 program, as well as other students and veterans interested in pursuing a career in 
aircraft maintenance” with “for students and veterans interested in pursuing a career in aircraft 
maintenance or production.” 

 
• Replace the pic with of the guy in the Redstone t-short with the pic provided below. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Page 12 
 

• Change Phase II completion date to read  “Spring 2024 Completion” 
 

• Change Phase III completion date to read “Fall 2029 Completion” 
 

• Need a space between the titles and the individual listings in the board lists. 
 
Page 13 
 
Insert Entrance - Day_20220816.jpg  (need to zoom and crop…  will discuss).  Push all following pages to next page 
in the sequence.  This will keep related pages together as you page through the book. 

HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND
Building on its successful K-12 Education Program, the National Museum of World War II 
Aviation is developing public and private-sector partnerships to create advanced learning 
opportunities for secondary and post-secondary students interested in aviation. These 
programs are available for both college-bound students and those who are focused on a 
technical training track. 

In one such program, the National Museum of World War II Aviation works closely with the 
University of Colorado Colorado Springs (UCCS) in support of its Senior Design Project. 
Engineering students in the last semester of their senior year at UCCS form teams that work 
with the museum on mechanical and electrical engineering projects of their own design. 
This program gives the students “real world” project management experience and provides a 
valuable engineering resource for the museum. 

On the technical training side, the museum is working with Spartan College of Aeronautics 
and Technology and secondary schools throughout Colorado to develop career paths for high 
school students interested in obtaining an Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) license. Students 
in the program will attend A&P classes at their schools and then get hands-on experience in 
the museum’s aircraft restoration facility. Students completing the program will not only earn 
credit toward high school graduation but will be exempted from introductory courses at Spartan 
College of Aeronautics and Technology and other accredited A&P programs. 

The National Museum of World War II Aviation is also in discussions with potential partners 
to establish a fully certified Airframe and Powerplant School on the museum campus.  This 
program will provide an aviation career pathway for students and veterans interested in 
pursuing a career in aircraft maintenance or production.

Ultimately, the museum will expand its education partnerships to include other secondary and 
post- secondary aviation programs, including aviation electronics, avionics, pilot training, and 
UAV operations.  

THE NATIONAL AEROSPACE EDUCATION CENTER 
Looking to the future, the National Museum of World War II Aviation has initiated a multiyear 
effort to create the National Aerospace Education Center (NAEC), a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the development and support of aviation education programs throughout the 
nation. The NAEC will serve as an incubator for aviation education at all levels—with an 
emphasis on programs that promote early awareness of aviation in our nation’s schools and 
create pathways for students who are interested in pursuing aviation as a career. 
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In early 2017, the National Museum of World War II Aviation announced a major expansion project 
that would more than double the size of its Colorado Springs campus. With an initial $1 million 
grant from the Slattery Family Foundation, the museum contracted with GE Johnson construction 
and CSNA Architects to develop a concept plan for the overall project.  Gallagher and Associates, a 
world-renowned museum design firm, was tasked with developing the concept plan and schematic 
design for the museum’s exhibit galleries.

The expansion plan is being carried out in three phases:

PHASE I
To house its fast-growing collection, the museum’s highest priority is to build new aircraft display 
hangar space. While the ultimate need is 80,000 square feet, the museum split the hangar project 
into two 40,000 square foot phases to expedite construction. Phase I was completed on time and 
on budget in October 2019. It will serve as the museum’s primary exhibit and activity center until 
the remaining phases of the expansion program are completed.

PHASE II
The second phase of the project will expand the aircraft display hangar to 80,000 square feet, 
making it the largest hangar at the Colorado Springs Airport. Phase II will provide space for several 
new aircraft and exhibits that will expand the story line of the museum into new areas. This phase is 
currently under design with construction planned to begin in Spring 2024.

PHASE III
The final phase of the expansion project involves the development and construction of Aviation Hall, 
an 86,000 square foot facility that will become the museum’s primary exhibit hall and education 
center. The central focus of Aviation Hall will be a 20,000 square foot hangar bay that will house 
visiting aircraft and traveling exhibits. This unique hangar facility will be designed to accommodate 
a wide range of activities related to the museum’s education mission and its efforts to increase 
public awareness of the role that aviation plays in our nation’s economy. See “Inside Aviation Hall” 
for details.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
This project will elevate the National Museum of World War II Aviation to a level of national 
significance that only a handful of museums have achieved.  It will be a place that inspires, 
educates and entertains visitors as they come to understand the vital role that aviation played at a 
critical turning point in our nation’s history.

When fully developed, the National Museum of World War II Aviation will join the U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Museum and the U.S. Air Force Academy Visitor Center to create a world class 
destination for heritage tourism and historical research in Colorado Springs. 

PRESENTATION BOOK EDITS-AUGUST 23 
 
General 
 

• The font size throughout the narrative sections is too small.  It would be ok in the full printed format, 
however it’s not easy to read when you are viewing this as a PDF and that’s one of the primary ways that 
people will view it.  Can you experiment with a larger font size?  It looks like it would be easy to do on 
most pages, but a few pages are pretty full already.  It may take some downsizing of the pics and/or 
renderings on those pages to keep a consistent, larger font size throughout. 
 

 
Page 2 
 

• Replace front view of Aviation Hall with Entrance - Night_20220816.jpg   No cropping needed. 
 
Page 5 
 

• Replace campus view with Axon View 2_20220816.jpg   This rendering is not included in this package.  I’ve 
asked CSNA for some minor revisions and should have them back in a day or so.  When we get the final 
rendering, we will need to crop it a little to fit the format.  

 
Page 6- 
 

• Wording change in the last sentence of PHASE II.  Change “Phase II is currently under design…” to “This 
phase is currently under design…” 

 
• Spacing and wording changes in EXPECTED OUTCOMES.  There should be a space between the first and 

second paragraph.  Also replace the narrative in the second paragraph with the following: 
 

When fully developed, the National Museum of World War II Aviation will join the U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Museum and the U.S. Air Force Academy Visitor Center to create a world class destination for 
cultural tourism and historical research in Colorado Springs. 

 
• Replace Slattery Letter with plan view graphics provided below. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Page 7  
 

• Replace front view of Aviation Hall with Exterior - Above - Day_20210728.png  This rendering is not 
included in this package.  I’ve asked CSNA to make a minor change and will have it to you in a day or so. 

 
 
Page 8  
 

• Narrative—Delete “a” in the last sentence.  It should read “For details on the design…” 
 

• Replace existing with the lower-level and upper-level plan renderings provided below.  These are multi-
generational copies, so let me know if the resolution isn’t high enough and I try to find the originals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phase III Lower-Level Exhibit Hall 

THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
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WESTPAC AIRCRAFT 
RESTORATION FACILITY

ORIGINAL HANGARS
PHASE I
COMPLETED 2019

PHASE II
PLANNED 
COMPLETION
SPRING 2025

PHASE III
PLANNED 
COMPLETION
SPRING 2030



The National Museum of World War II Aviation
Colorado Springs, Colorado10

OUR REQUEST

Over the past 10 years, the National Museum of World War II Aviation has grown from a small 
hangar, a few planes, and a dream, into a nationally recognized aviation museum. Completion of 
the museum’s capital development program will take the museum to an even higher level—a world 
class destination where visitors can experience history and learn about the extraordinary story of 
American aviation during the Second World War.

The National Museum of World War II Aviation needs your help to make this project a reality. We 
are currently raising $11 million for design and construction of Phase II of the project. Once that is 
completed, we will move forward with fund-raising for Phase III. The funding needs for each phase 
of the project are shown below:

Phase I Aircraft Display Hangar—Completed in 2019
Completion Cost  $8.2 million

Phase II Aircraft Display Hangar—Spring 2025 Completion
Projected Cost  $11 million

Phase III Aviation Hall—Spring 2030 Completion
Projected Cost  $40.5 million

The museum is currently seeking major gift donors and sponsorships for Phase II with 
construction beginning in Spring 2024. Once funding is secured for Phase II, the museum will 
move forward with fund raising for Phase III and completion of the overall project.   

Recognition of those who provide major support for the museum is important to us. We are ready 
to discuss a range of options that are available to acknowledge major donors and sponsors who 
provide foundational support for this important project.  

For additional information contact:

Bill Klaers—President and CEO
National Museum of World War II Aviation

bill@worldwariiaviation.org

Board of Directors
James Slattery— Chairman
Bill Klaers— President and CEO
Kurt Peterson— Secretary/Treasurer
Tom Perkins— Director
Mark Earle— Director

Advisory Board
Gen. Ronald Fogelman, USAF (Ret.)
Col. James M. Stewart, USAF (Ret.)
Jim Johnson
John Dibbs







11



The National Museum of World War II Aviation
Colorado Springs, Colorado31



32




